Determination of cathepsins B, H, L and kininogen in breast cancer patients.
In 20 matched pairs, an increase of all cathepsins was measured in carcinoma tissue compared with normal tissue of the same breast. On contrary, the mean value for kininogen was almost 2 fold lower than mean value determined in normal cytosols. From all proteins tested, the amount of cathepsin B correlated mostly with the degree of malignancy inside the group of invasive ductal carcinoma (n = 90, p < 0.01).